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Dear Director Cenlinaro:

Please be advised that on or about March 28, 2012, Frenchtown Borough
Police Chief Allan Kurylka requesied my office conduct an investigation
concerning an allegation of official misconduct by Joint Court of Delaware
Valley Municipatl Prosecutor Mary Mott for her handling of a speeding ticket
issued to one of her employees, Mr. Thomas Spork. The Court found Mr. Spark
"not guilty” based on Prosecutor Mott’s representation on the "Request to
Approve Plea Agreement,” that there was a “problem with discovery per
officer." Chief Kurylka disputes this representation.

My office conducted a thorough investigation and determined there was
insufficient evidence to support any ciiminal charges. However, because Mr.
Spork was employed by Kocisis Farms, was driving a vehicle regisfered to KOC}SIS N
Farms at the fime of the ficketed motor vehicle stop, and Kocisis Farms is Ms. =
Mott's family-owned farm, Ms. Moit may have engaged in ethical violations by ~
handiing Mr. Spork's municipal matter, and in making the discovery .
representation to the Court. Accordingly, my office is notifying you of our
investigation and will make our file available fo you af your request.
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Whife our criminal investigation was proceeding, Ms. Molt agreed with my”
.office’s request that sheTefrain from serving as a Municipal Prosecutor, and
Assistant Prosecutors from my office served as the ftempdrary Municipal

“Prosecutor. However, now that the criminal invesfigation'is complefed, we have
recommended 1o the involved townships covered by Ms. Mott, that Ms. Mott
continue to refrain from serving as a Municipal Court prosecutor during the
pendency of the OAE's investigation; but, have informed them that my office
will no longer serve as a temporary municipal prosecutor.

if you have any quéestions or concerns regarding {his matter, please do not
hesitate to contact me

APK:id . Prosecutor

c: Steve Lember, Esq.
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Mary Rose Mott

Counsellor at Law
Telephona: . P.O. Box 184 Street
(908) 986-7265 Baptistown, New Jersey 08803 1099 County Rt 519
ma-Aumberforfax- forFod-Ex delivesf—————
Joan L, Moft, Esq. ‘
of Counssf
July 24, 2012
. =2
Office of Attomey Ethics = =~
Michael J. Sweeny, Ethics Counsel = &
P.O. Box 963 LT 3
Trenton, New Jersey 08625 N 3
Explanation of Ethic's Complaint U | ;
. PR N
Dear Mrx. Sweeny: ) R
& w

1 am the Municipal Prosecutor of the Joint Court of the Delaware Vallc;,r a Joint
Municipal Court of the Borough of Frenchtown and the Townships of Holland and Alexandria.

1 dismissed a speeding ticket with the approval of the Officer who wrote the ticket. Ialso
happen to “know” the Defendant, thus the basis of the complaint.

But I did not, nor did I ever have the intention to do anything improper by this dismissal.
This whole matter is simply a case of not thinking about how it "appeared”. Le. I failed to
recognize a poteatial conflict of interest, but this failure was totally unintentional.

The ticket was a speeding ticket for going 30 miles a hour in a 25 mile an hour zone.
Officer Johnson had allegedly “clocked” the Defendant going 42 miles an hour but wrote the
ticket for 30 in a 25 instead. Unfortunately Officer Johnson, when he wrote out the ticket also
put a big 42 on the front of the ticket with a circle around it. This creates a problem with the
summons in how it was written. o -

The Defendant, Thomas Spork, was a young man who works for my husband's farming
operation, Kocsis Farms, LLC. (Admittedly I own 49% of the business, but my only
involvement in the business is to do the bookkeeping. My husband makes all of the day to day
decisions and deals with the employees.) Kocsis Farms, LI.C has 7 or so full time and seasonal
employees as well asmy husband. Kocsis Farms, LL.C is a cash grain operation, farming about
3000 acres in Hunterdon County.

The ticket was issued sometime in late January, On February 8th Tom first told me that
he had gotten the ticket. I told him at that time that it was a two point violation and that my
advice to him was to simply pay the ticket and then to take the on line defensive driving classes
offered by DMV to then lose the two points. Itold Tom that ifhe wanted to, he could schedule
the matter with the officer in court, but that as far as I was concerned, he should simply pay the
ticket and take the class.

Afterthis conversation,'Tom then called the Court and asked them to schedule the matter
with the officer for Cowrt. (See attached copy of the messape boo!{ from the Court regarding
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that phone call.)

The obvious point is that if I had the intention of doing something inappropriate in
dismissing the ticket, why would I have advised Tom to have the matter scheduled in Court with
the officer? Ifit had been my intention to do something inappropriate in dismissing the ticket,
it would have been easier to have done so without the officer present.

resolve matters. We use plea sheets in this court and if a matter is resolved, the sheet is filled
out and the Defendant goes up to the Judge to put the resolution through on the record while I
remain in the back room, trying fo work out the next matter. In any given day, I will sec
upwards of 40 different defendants and aftorneys, often more, and it is a hectic, fast paced court.
The Defendants would be lined up outside of the room and I attempt to move along the calendar
as effectively and efficiently as possible. The day this matter was scheduled was a "double
session" for the court since we had to reschedule one of the sessions that month. (Nommally this
is a court with two sessions a month.) Therefore it was an especially busy court session.

On this particular day, Officer Johnson as well as the Chief of Police were in this back
room when Tom came in with his ticket. In discussing this matter, the Chiefstarted to grumble
and when I asked the Chiefif he had a problem with the dismal he said "I guess not". Solfilled
out the plea sheet to dismiss the ticket and Tom left the room. My whole interaction on this
matter that day took about 3 to 4 minutes, about the same time I spend with each Defendant.
1 wish to note that while this matter had been specifically scheduled with the officer, Officer
Johnson failed to bring his “discovery” with him fo court and was unprepared.

I'make it my practice and have the reputation of treating everyone in the Court the same
way, regardless of who they are. I don't “play games”. Period. One reason I live by this
practice is that prosecuting in a small commumity in which one lives and is active results in
many Defendants believing that since they somehow “know” you, they deserve special
treatment. So I make it clear that I treat everyone the same way, regardless of who they are,
which makes my interaction with people, both inside and outside of court, easier.

I can assure you I did not dismiss this ticket because this kid werked for my husband.
I just did not think about how it looked in the few moments in which I was dealing with this
dismissal on a very busy court day.

And I would also like to say that even though Tom works for my husband, my fecling
is “so what”? He is not a friend. We do not socialize together and honestly, he is not even the
best of employees. He is just a kid who works for my husband. Nothing special.

I note that from his letter that the County Prosecutor felt that there was an additional
problem in so far as that Tom was driving a vehicleregistered to Kocsis Farms, LLC at the time
of the violation. With respectto that, I did not even realize that fact untii the County Prosecutor
raised that issue. As a Prosecutor, when I look at a speeding ticket, I look at two things, the
speed the Defendant was going and the location of the violation. That’s all I care about. I never
look at the vehicle information since it is totally irrelevant fo me. So I never realized he was
driving one of Kocsis Farms’ trucks. Furthermore, Kocsis Farms owns probably close to 20
different trucks, (from pick up trucks to flat bed, dump trucks and tractor-trailers) and Tom
operates any and all of them at any time during the work day. It was not as if Tom was driving
my personal vehicle!

I would have to admit that I have had some difficulties with this particular Chief of
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Michael Sweeny, Ethics Counsel - July 24, 2012 - 3

Police for some time since I refise to do things that he wishes to have done which I feel are
inappropriate or unacceptable. In fact, this past January this Chief went to his Mayor in an
. i 1 W i ) | [ ——— R
understand the nature of the relationship between us. But I have never felt it was my jobas a
municipal prosecutor to be the puppet of the police department. So what happened hére is that
while the Chief approved the dismissal at the time, he used the apparent “conflict of interest”
- to complain to the County Prosecutor, again, I feel, in an attempt to get me removed from the
. __courtso thathe cap find a replacement more suitable to his manner of doing business. ...

"So all this really is a mountain made out of a mole hill because of political reasons.
I did not dismiss the ticket because the Defendant worked for my husband’s company! =

I just did not think about how it appeared (or more so, how the Chief was able to make
it appear, which I think is the real point here) in the few minutes that I dealt with this matter in
Court that day. - .

If you have any particular questions you wish to have answered, please feel free to
contact me. '

If you wish to contact Thomas Spork to ask him to verify the facts contained-herein in, .
his cell phone mumber is 908-328-4409. :

1 thank you for your consideration in this matter.
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“BENCHWARRANT BAIL INFORMATION

Fafledlo AppearDate: __ [ - T ’
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S —ASynatrud Ge ofpesonsemg bl v e e e e
CiForfeiled VRewmn UiBReinstated Dawe: | § :

. :Sbmhnnlhbel
l‘,thfAPPEARAHQE‘ ARRA;GMAEN‘I & CGU&SEL lNFGRMATION

Fist Appearance Date:” [ [ AmalgnmentDater_ f [ |
['1 Advised of Rights: By
Daferdant Desires Counsel; OYes OINo
Counsel assigned: T Yes [T Na

{H yes, namz of cowmsed)
Counged refained:  OiYes OMo _

f yes. mame of coonsel}
Cowrse waived: i1 ves L1 No

W yes, v ol :iqtaaphu'mm
Name i Proseeoting Atlotney:

Amt:at[on GMumcnpal []Counry L!Stale DDlher(ksl’,l
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A@mimgg& ("g“f‘z%so; T
11
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Cmnp‘:-xm}\m : to. - ' T
prca: ooy g sty ™" e "7 T
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Fiding Daw: _ _
11Guily Lt Gty but Mesged )éol Guity
) L1 1f Guihy, Advised of Right to Appeal _ .

L1 Dismissed —Plea O Dismissed —Lack O3 Dismissed -

Agreement " of Prosecufien False ID
L} Dismissed -- Pros, O Dfsmissed - Ruede O Dismdssed - Other - T .
. Dlscmhon e -
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REQUEST TO APPROVE PLEA AGREEMENT DEFENDANT'S NAME: /| ,

T {Please Print)

a’dln=__'_ - — G/ RecommsndadSentanca!Comments

Dl e o D

o /;’X%ml

DEFENDART'S ACKNOWLEDGEMENT
| undersiand .the natrs of the amended charge(s) agalnst me and the
consequencas of my guilfy plea.” ] understand snd agree voluntarily to the
termis of the plea agreement sel forth dbove,
1 further undersiand that if the judge does not rccept my guilly plea or
agree-with the recommended senlence, E can withdraw it and plead nol

gy, .

-l Defendant

"G Gulity; D= DEsmls;a d; M= Gullty'But Murged

PROSECUTOR'S ACKNDWLEDGEMEHT
The defendant end |, as the prosecutor In this cass, reachad the shove
plea agreement In accordance wih R. 7:8-2 and with the Guldellnes for
Operation of Pica Agreements In the Mupicipel Courts of New Jesey,
1 represent fo the Court that the orlyifd } e




ARRTE351 MISTRA’I‘ION INFORMATION INQUIRY DA‘I‘E- 04/02/2012

AUTOPTIC: 48933 65190 88030 LAST TRAN NO: FL2011._ Jzooooons
NAME: KOCSIS FARMS LIC i
STREET: PO BOX 157 1099 RT 519
CITY: BAPTISTOWN COUNTY
“sm AL 08803 -
i_ir F EC167 63 -  VIN PFX: 1 FUEL: 0
COLOR: GN
MDDEL 350 TYPE: 07
. YEAR: 1997 PAS/GVW/LEN: 00000 AXLES/PROP: 2
PLATE NO:- K . REG CDDE:- 51 . STATOS - A
EXP DATE: 12 LAaST DaSH: 00 RENEWED: o1
REF-IND: ¥ o LEASED VEHICIE: N ISSUED: o1
PL .TYPE: F¥U : PIN: :
PFI-END PF4-ADDI'TIONAYL OWNERS PFO—NAME SEARCH PF7-PREVIOUS VEHICLE
PF&-NEXT VEHICEE PF9-LEASE INFQ PF11--CANCEL - PF12-MATN MENU
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PLEASE READ CAREFULLY
1. PAYMENT AND GUILTY PLEA

" You may piead glﬂlyanﬂpzyﬂ\epelﬁlly.ifﬂlemeﬁ(bm”CUMApPem Required”

has not been chasked on the reverse side and the offensa is payable withoug the necessily
of & coul appeaance. The more frequenty charged e offenses and pendlies Zw
lstedbelw.‘l’ounuyalsoama'smmmwww.n rect.com o deterrrine if the offerse
Is payable and the amount of lhepmanycrletephunelhemtlfynuvnshlnpayme
pﬂ\a]ty,ahgarnﬁ]hsﬁdetingeﬂta In the amgunt of the pen rﬂmm
addreasﬂﬂtahadbelmpﬂurtomewmtdmeuisphpdnnmel

ALL COURT SESSIONS HELD AY:
' BOROUGH HALL, SECOND STHEET, FRENCHTOWN, N.J 08825

mad are to ba by check order made tn this Mun] Count
.Pay:mn‘ksby ane by of money paynbl? dz:lm ‘

ondar. & payment fs recaived by the court afier your couwrt date, you imay be asvessed add-
fiorat penalties, A recelpt wii be sent to you only If your payment is accomparied by a self-
addressed, stamped envelope,

Tomake payment ¥ia the intemet of for move information, Jog on to;
wawnjmtdirect.com

H&xenﬂmdwgedm&lamsaisndmﬁbta, or if "Court Appearance Required” see

check bax'on side) {5 checieed, you must appesr In court at the time and
Indicated, even if yoo wish to plasrt gumy.‘_
3. PLEA OF NOT GURTY

If your wish ko plesa i guilty, you roust nofity the: court at the address and telephone number
a5 shown below atkesst 7 days prior b the-toudt date Fsted on the front of this Sckat, ¥ you il
noﬁfyumtumbenemyhrywmmmmappwm

NOTICE

FYUJFAL'IDAPPE;AHNRESPW}SE S!.MM(HTOPAYTHEPHESCHIBED
T".ADD!TWALPE%LTEIMYWJLT A WARRANT MAY BE ISSUER FOR YOUR
AND YOUR DRIVING PRIVIEECES W NEW JERSEY MAY BE REVOKED. IFTHIS I5 A

AGAMNST THE OWNER OF THE VEHCLE,
mmammnmwmsmmﬁmmm

MOTOR VEHICLE W!%&WTB&EWIMWNEWER
30.2{:05.FYDUHDLDA DANER'S LICENSE AND YOUF ARE GCONVICTED OF
ORMRES‘EHKXJSTRAH%VH.ATDNS.WEWCMA\' DEPENDING ON YOUH
SUSPEND YDUA C RCY AVILEGES EVEN §F THE VIDLATIONS
iy _\ RE NFORMATION,
l}bursnl fon-
Tmnshi:sofhmwmndria&ﬂonand 10:80 AN to 4:00 PM
Borough ot Frenchiown Monday thra Thursday
P.0. Box 456 - Mifford, NJ 08848-0496
Telephone: {908) 955-9100
PENALTIES ARGET OFFENSES
Thte 3: Offense bable  Tpteds; Otfense e
34 - Uoegheredvehce S50 M Falenbm %
393 FabebefiRDiofg $i8000 14 Felvencporyed  § 8500
383 Unciear Plaes $ 5400 :_'} Fale nispec?. $130.00
Failure i make regais $130.00
356 Mairtznance of lamps $5400 o Carslest drii 3 eso0
3762 Fabwelpwearseabet  $ 4600 gga Spl!!ﬁ'u-Emaﬁugme .
481 Fajore oobserve sigral ~ § 8500 spesd St by

485 improperpassing $ 8500 19 MPH-$ BS00

10 WPH - $ 9500

*Exchisdes Efore 1o exhibl Insrance (0 Card 15-19 MPH - $10500

20-24 MPH - $200.00

NU!EH‘SaIeOwddd‘.'ﬁﬁMPHZme‘,uw:ﬁmch"sdiedmdmmem
side, you rnust contact the cowtl In detenming the penally because cedain fines ae
DOUBLED in those areas,

ALL COURT SESSIONS ARE HEILD AT:
Bumugh Hall, Second Street, Frenchtown, NJ 08825

VIOLATIONS BUREAU LOCATED AT:
10 Creek Road, Milford, NS 08848

ALl LOCAL TRAFFIC ORDINANCES:
€Al t REGARDING FINE INFORMATION
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