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{856) 8581115

UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURY
FOR THE DISTRICT OF NEW JERSEY

RONALD BROWHN, !

Malntift,
Y. I CIVIL NO,

TOWNSHIP OF WINSLOW, ¢

TOWNSHIP OF WINSLOW CHIEF : CIVIL ACTION
OF POLICE ANTHONY BELLO, H

PATROLMAN SEAN RICHARDS, : COMPLAINT
JOHN DOES 1-23 (fictifious names) :

and JOHN DOXS 26-50 (fictitions : JUIY DEMAND
names), jointly, severally andior in
the alteruative,

Defondants,

Plaintif¥, Ronald Brown, residing in the Tow:mhip of Winslow, County of Camden

and State of New Jersey, by way of Conaplaint says:
| JURISDICTION AND VENUE

| L+ Plalotiff, Ronald Brown, brings this action against defendants to recover
damages for deprivation and violation of rights secared to him by the Fourth, Fifth and Fourteenth
Amendmenis to the United States Constitution, by 42 U.8.C. § 1983 and By the New Jersey

Constitution.
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2, Plaintiff seeks redress for defendants’ violation of his Rourth Amendment
rights to be free from excessive force, wntewful arrest, false imprisonment, and malicious
prosecution: for their violation of his 14® Amendment rights to due process of law; for thelr
violation of his rights provided by 42 1.5.C, § 1983; for conspiring with each other to violate his
rights under the Fourth and 15™ Amendments; for their violation of constltutional rights {ncludin:_% _
his right (o bo free from exoessive foree, false arrest, false Imprizonment, malicious prasecution;
malicious abuse of prooess, intimidation, retaliation, smotional disiress and negligence; and for

defendants conspiracy to commit these violations,

3. This courl has jurisdiction over this action under 38 U.S,C, § 1331 and 1343

(a) for violation of constitutional rights as provided in 42 1.8.C, § 1983, Plalntiif sceks monetary
damages 43 well as attomney’s fees and vosts pursuant to 42 US.C, § 1588,

TR X Platotiff also invokes the supplemental jurlsdiction of this court aver a siadn

lesw claims againgt defondants pursuant to 28 UL8.C. § 1367 because the state law clalims form parg

Wy

of the same case or conlroversy.

5 - Venue {3 propor in this District Court pursuant to 28 U.8.C. § 139] because
the initial acts complained of ocourred in the Townslip of Winslow, County of Camden end State

of New Jervey,

PARTIES

6 At all relevant times alleged herein, plaintlff was and s a citizen of the
United States and the State of New Jersey, vosiding in Winslow Townghip, New Jersey.

7. At gll relevant imes alleged herein, defondant, Township of Wingkow sl
(berelnafier “Township” or “Winslow®) was the employer of the indlvidual defendants and body

politic-of the State of New Jorsey, and as such, was responsible for the institutionalized policler
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and practces of the Pollee Depariment, had diseiplinary control over subordinate members of lts

fard

Police Departinent, and had the suthority and responsibifity to prevent ongoing violations of )
c;é:qtituﬁonai and .t;ommon law rights by members of its Polive Department. |
| S.l At all times alleged herein, defendant Township of Winslow was the
eraployer of the Individual defendants and hrad both the autharity and the responsibility to prohibit
institutionalized policies and practices of its Police Department which fostered, permitted or
acquiesced in violations of the constitutional rights of cllizens ineluding plaintiff, Roneld Brown,
9. At al} relevent times, defendant Jehn Does 1-235 (fictifions names) were
individualy and/or employed by the Township of Winslaw and/or Police Department (“Police
Department™) who were acting in such capacity and under color of stale law, These defendants
arpifictitions names, for individuals and/or whose identitias are currently unknown to plaintiff,- but

135

expeot (o be gseertpinad in discovery,

T

10,  Arall relevant tines, defendan: John Does 26-50 (fotitlovs names) were
individuals employed by the Township of Winslow and/or Police Department (“Police
Department™ who may heave been responsible for the actions or inaciions of the other defendants
angd were doting in such capacity and under color of siate law.  These defendants are fictitious
nemes for individuals whose identities are ¢urently unknown fo plaintiff, but expect to be
asceriained in discovery,

11, Alall relovant times, all named dofendants are being viewed in their <.
individual and official capacity, Patrolman Richards and John Docs 1-25 were at the thne, police
;;fﬁcérs em ploy&fiaby defendant, Township of Winslew znd/or Police Department and were acting

in such capacity and under color of state [aw. They are being sued in their officicinl and

individual capacities,

e b
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12.  Chief Anthony Bello wes at all relevant times alleged herein the Chicf of
Police for Township of Winslow. In that capaocity, he was the officia] policy muker for the
Township of Winslow with vesipect to the policy, practices and customs of the Police Department.
Chijef Anthony Bello is being sued in his both his individual and official capacities.

| EACTS

13; On ot about September 19, 2008, plaintdff, Ronald Brown, was sitting ina
parked vehicle owned by a friend when he was approached by Patrolman Sean Richards who was
on duty and assigned to bicyele pattol,

14, Patrolman Richards, without reasonable or probable vanse, and without
explanation, ordered the plaintiff to exit the vehicle and place his hands on the car.

15, After the plaintiff exited the vehicle as instruoted, Patrolmen Richards
handeuffed the plaintiff and threw plaintiff to the ground, utilizing grossly excessive and
upheoessary force, thereby causing the plaintiffto sustain serlous injuries.

16, . After being released from polive custody, plaintiff was treated for his
injuries which included injury to his right shoulder, lower back and right leg,

17,  Defendant police officers, without reagonable or probeble cause, and
without oxplanation, detained the plaintlff and placed hivn under arrest, utilizing grossly excessive
force.

18, Plaindiff Brown was taken into ¢uastody and transported by one or more of
the individually namned defendants by a police velicle to the Winslow Township Police Station.

18, Upon arrival to the Winslow Township Police Station, plaintiff was then
transported {o the hospital for evaluation, Thereafior, he was taken to the Camden Connty prizon

where he remained is-the Infirmary for approximately one week receiving medical troatment.
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EOURTH COYINT
(Fourth Amendment Violations)

A

20; * Plaintiffhereby incotporates the provious allegations of the Complaint ag if
garme were set foréh at length herein,

21, Plaintiffs detention and amest by the defendants, jointly, severally or in the

.alternative, and/or Johu Does 1-25, and/or John Does 26-50 was dope with nctual malice and
knowledge that the detention was without any legal justification, probable cause or reasonable
belief that probable cause existed,

22.  ‘The smount of force utilized in the arrest, detention, handouffing and
confinement of plaintiff, the harassment and intimidation of plaintiff by officers and/or Johti Doos
{5 and/&r John Does 26-50 was excessive under the circumstances and violated the plaintiffs
federal and stat constitutional righits to be free from onlawful arrest and seizure,

23, Ag adirect and proximate résult of the wnnecessary and grossly excessive
use of forcs by the defendant officers, plaingfl susisined scrious injuries of a temporary and
permanent natiie, was caused painand suffering, emotionat distress, ineurred medioal expenses in
an effort to cure hig injuries, was unable to and may in the futire be yngble to atiend to his usual
duties and affairs, and was otherwise injured and darnagped.

24,  The defendants, Township of Winslow, Township of Winglow Chief of
Police Anthony Bells, Sohn Does 26-50 were responsibie for {he aforesaid actions of defendants,

‘specifically, Patrolman Sean Richards and John Does 1-25 {fictitions nameg) by principled‘of
“cognon law agency, the doeirine of respondeat supatior and otherwise by applicable statute,

WHEREFORE, plaintiff, Ronatd Brown demands judgment for compensatory and

punitive damages against defendants, Patrolman Sean Richards, John Doe Police Officers 1-23

(ficiitious names), togother witly interest, altorney fees and costs of suil; and a judgment for
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compensatory damages against defendants, Township of Winslow, Township of Winglow Chief of
Police Anthony Belio and John Docs 26-50 (fictitious names) together with interest, attorney fees
and costy of suit.
SECOND COUNT
{Violation of New Jersey Civil Rights)
25, Dlaintiff hereby incorporates the contents of all previous paragraphs s if set
forth at length hereln
26.  The aforesaid improper actians of the defendants also violated the
plaintif’s clear]y established rights under the Constitution of New Jersey,
27, Asdresult, plaintiff is entitled to seek redress for such mproper actions in
private gction, pursuant fo the New Jersey Civil Rights Act.
aot ~ 28, Asadirect and proximate result of the aforesaid violations of the plaintift’s
State Law righm_,ﬁe sustained the aforementioned injurizs and damages.
| 29.‘ in additlon and pursuant to N.J8.A, 10:6-2, the plaintiff is entitled to
atiorney fees in connection with the clalms asserted hervin,
30,  The defendants, Township of Winslow, Townsghip of Winstow Chief of -
Polics Anthony Bello and/oy John Does 26-50 were responsible for the aforesatd actions of
defendants, Patrolman Sean Richards and/or John Does 1-25 (fictitious names) by principals of
common law agency, the doctelne of respondeat superior and otherwise by applicabls statute.
WHEREFORRE, plrintiff, Ronald Brown, demands judpment for corapensatory and
.punitive damages against defendants, Patrolman Sean Richards, Joha Does 1-25 (fietitlous «vi's
names), together with interest, attorey fees and coste of sult; and a judgment of compensatory

demages against defendants, Township of Winslow, Township of Winglow Chief of Police
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Anthony Bello and John Does 26-50 {fictitious names) together with interest, attorney fees and
costs of suil.
THIRD COUNT
(42 U,8,C, Section 1983 Municipal Liability)

41, Plaintiff hereby incotporates the contents of all previous paragraphs as if set
forth at length herein.

32, ‘The Township of Winslow and’or the Township of Winslow Police
Dcpartmént had & policy, prastice and/or custom of permitting its police officers to fringe upon
the civil fights of citizens, including but not limited to plaindff, Ronald Brown,

33, The Township of Winslow and/or the Police Department has failed to
disgiphine officers, failed to investipate allegations of police viclations and permitted the officers
to'continue to engage in eonduct that violates the rights of citizetis,

34.  Township of Winslow Chief o4 Police Anthony Bello is the final
policymaker for the Township of Winglow Police Depar.ment.

35.  ChiefBello has a policy, practice andfor custorm of failing to investigate
allegations of police misconduct, failing to iraln officers on the proper use of foroe and probable
onuye to arrest, and acquiescing in the police misconduct. by his officers.

36,  Asadirect and proximate result of the acts/omissions of the Township of
Winstow and the Folice Department, plainti Il suffered and will continne {o suffer injury.

Wi 5 WHEREFORE, plaintiff, Ronald Brown, demands judgment for compengatory -
ddamages against defendants, Township of Winslow, Township of Winslow Chiet' of Police

Anthony Bello and Jobn Does 26-50 (fiotitious names) together with interest, attorney fees and

costs of suit,
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TH COUNT -
(42.U.8,C. SECTION 1983 LIABILITY)

37 Plaintiff heraby incorporales the contents of all previous paragraphs as {fset
forth & length herein,

38, The Township of Winslow and/or the Police Department faflad to
adequately traln ah"dfor supervies the officers 1o oamy cut their duties in 8 lawfisl manner,

19, 'The constitutional violation by the defendants was reagonably foreseeable,
hnwe‘s;er the Township and the Police Dopartment failed to take any actions to investigate,
discipline, train and correct the actions of the officers from prior constitutional violations,

40.  The supervisors of the named defondants knew of the unconstitutional
bshavior of fhe defendanty, and filed to adequately supervise, frain and/or intercede to stop the

violations by the named defendants.

41.  Asadirect and proximate resuit of the acts/fomissions of the Township of

"
¥

Winslow, the supervisors, and the Police Department, plaintiff suffered and will continue to
experience pain end suffering in the future,

WHERERQRE, plaintiff, Ronald Brown demands fudginent for compensatory and
punitive damages against defendants, Pairolman Sean Richards, Jobn Does 1-25 (fistitious
pames), together with inferests, attorney fess and costs of sull, and & judgment for compenaatory
damages against defendants, Township of Winglow, the Townskip of Winslow Chief of Polics

Anthony Bello and John Dees 26-50 (fictiticus names) fogether with interest, attorney fees and

costs of suit,

FIFTH COUNT
(Negligence)

42, Plaintiffhersby Incorporates the contents of all previous paragraphs ag {f'set
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forth at length herein,

43,  To the exient that defendants’ actions are found not to have been wiliful or
intentional, then plaintiff asserts that said actions conntitated ordinary negligence and/or showed
an absence of good faith and plainthff 13 entitled 10 recover damages under the common law of the
State of New Jersay,

o 44, Asadirectand proimate reanlt ol the heglipence and ghsence of good faith
on the part of defendants, the plaintlff sustained the aforementioned injuries and damages,

45,  The dofendants, Township of Winstow, Township of Winslow Chief of
Police Anthony Bello and/or John Does 26-50 (fictiticus names) were responsibie for the aforesaid
actions of defendants, Patrolman Sean Richards and John Doe Police Officers 1-25 (fictitious
names) by principles of cotumon law agency, the doctrine of respondeat superior and otherwise by
applicable statuta.

 WHERFFORE, plaintiff, Ronald Brown demends judgment for compensatory and
pumitive damages against defendants, Patrolman Sean Richards and John Doe Police Officers 1-25
(fictitious names), together with interest, attorney fees and costs of suit; and a fudgment of
cotnpensatory damages againgt defendants, Townshiy of Winstow, the Township of Winslow
Chief of Police Anthony Bello and John Dogs 26-50 (fictitious names), togather with imerest,

attornoy fees and costs of suit,

SIXTH COUNT

(State Law Torts)

46,  Plaluiiff hereby incorporates the contents of all previous paragraphs s if set

forh at length herein,

coMAl
47, The defondeant police officers, aciing within the course and scope of their

e e

aumt;ﬁty , wrongfully and ontawfully assaulted and batiored the plainiiff, Ronald Brown.
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48,  The aforegaid agtions of the deendant polies officers placed the plaintiff,
Ronald Brown, in essonable fear of imminent bodily harm and resulted in his being unlawtully
touched, assaulted and sbused against his will,

49.  As o direct and proximate resuit of the malicious, intentional and/or
reckless actions of the defendant police officers, the plaintiff, Ronald Brow, was caused to suffey

the aforementioned injuries and demages Which are both parmanent and substantial and satisfy His

claimsunder New ;§rscy law, .

50 The defendants, Township of Winglow, Township of Winstew Chief of -
Police Ambony Bello and/or Jobn Doss 26-50 were responsible for the aforesaid actions of
defendants, Patrolman Sean Richards and John Doe Police Officers 1.25 (fictitious names) by
priveipals of common law agency, the doctring of respondeat superior and otherwise by applicable
siatute,

WHEREFORE, plaintiff, Ronald Brown demands judgment for compensatory and
punitive damages against defendents, Patrolman Sear Richards and John Doe Police Officers 1-25
(fictitious nemes), together with interest, attorney fees and costs of sult; and a judgment of | wic
compengaiory damages against defendants, Township of Winglow, the Township of Winslow
Chief of Police Ahihouy Bello and John Does 26-50 (fictitions names), together with interest,
attoroey fees and costs of suit.

SEVENTH COUNT
{Conspiracy)

51, Plaintiff hereby meorporates the contents of all previous paragraphs ag if set

forth 2t length herein,
52, Somp of the aforesaid acts of lhe defendants were conducted recklessty or

with intend of causing the plaintff severs emotional distress.
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53, The conduct of the defendants was extieme and outrageous, which caused
the plaintiffto sulfer severe emotional distress as a result of the previcusly mentioned conduct,

WHEREFORE, plaintiff, Ronald Brown demands judgment against defendants,
Patrotman Sean Richards and John Doe Police Officers 1-25 (ficttious names),jointly, severally

and in the alternative, together with interest, attomey fees and costs of suit,

Dated: Septernber 16, 2010

JURY DEMAND

Plaintift hereby demands a Jury trial 4s to all issues.

b e
Dated: September 16, 2010
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e &y, T
This Release, dated .Jasnaxy 20 , 2013, is given 2y
BY the Releasox{s)
RONALD BROWN
referved to as “I,” @ "
[ I TN
70 P ffﬂ%

TOWNSHIP OF WINSLOW, ANTHONY BEBLLO, and OFFLCER SEAN RICHARDS
referred to as “YOU” and “YOUR."

1., Release. T release and giva up ahy and all claims and rights
which I may have againat You. This releases all claims, including
those of which I am not awars and those nof mentionad in this Release,
This Releage applies to claims resulting from anything which has
happened up to now. I specvifically release the following claims:

any and all claims for alleged State oxr Federal
Constitutional violations, personal injuries, medical
benefits, including liens of any nature whatsoever, pain
and suffering, property dawage, loss of use, and loss of
enjoyment arising out of the alleged incldent which
occurrxed on or about September 19, 2008 and which is the
subject of the captioned matter Ronald Brown v. Township of
Winslow, et al., under the docket numbexr 1:10-cv-04774-JBS-
J8, f£iled io U.8. Distxrict Court, New Jersay :

2, No Admimsion of Liambilibty., This release is not meant te he
construed as an admission of liability as to any party, as liability
is disputed and denied. It is further specifically understecod and
agreed that You do not.make any admission of lisbility by making -
payment pursuant to bhis Release and-that the seftlement ies entered
into solely for the purposes of terninating the~legal proceedings in

thig matter‘

3, Payment. In consideration for making this Releages, You have
agreed to pay me a settlement of $42,500.00, I further understand and
agree that I will not seek anything further including any othex
paymants from You for consequential, prqperty and/or punitive damages,
codts, interest, and/or attorney fees,

4. Agreement to Satisfy and Indemnify with Respect to Bills and/ox
Liens. I agres bto gatisfy out of the proceeds of the within
settlement any and all bills and/or liens which in anyway releate to
the sbove referenced claims and alleged injury/damage, out of the
monies that You are paying pursuant to this Releass. In re jﬁtﬁ

of the Releasoxr’s obligation to satisfy all such bills and/égi ”LAUREL”
out' of the aforesald settlement proceeds, I further agree to defenqzszw

RECEIVED




and indemnify You, Your atborneys, and Your liability insurance
carriers from and against any and all ¢laims made or actions filed
againat You, Your attorneys, or Your liability insurance carriers for
payment of any such bills and/or liens,

§., Who isg Bound. I am bound by this Release. Anyone who succeeds to

my rights and responsibilities, such as my heirs or the execulor of my
estate, 1s also bound, This Relesse ls made for Your benefit and all

who succeed to Your rights and responsibilities.

6, Warranty of Capsalty to Hxecute, I represent and warrant thait ne
other person or enktity has or has had any interest in the clalms,
demandsa, obligations, or causes of action referred to im this Release
axcept as otherwise set forth herein and that I have the scle right
and axclusive authority to exscute thls Release and receive the sum
specified above; and that I have not sold, assigned, transferred,
conveyed, or otherwlse disposed of any of the claimsg, demands,
obligations, or causes of agtion referred to in this Release,

7. TRepresentation of Comprehension of NDocument, In entering into
this Release, 1 represent that I have relied upon the legal advice of
my attorney, who is the attorney of my cholce, and that the terms of
this Release have been completely read and explained to me by my
attornazy, and I fully uhderstand and voluntarily esccept the terms of
this Release. T represent and certify that no pressure has been
exerted upon me to accept the terms of this Release and to aattle this
. matter, and I have done so of my own free will.

8. Signature, I understand and agree to the terms of this Release.

Wiknessed or Attested by:
% %ff"’u@z 22% {Seal)

RONALD BROWN

STATE OF NEW JERSEY, COUNTY OF ss: (R

I CEBRTIFY that on af2ao , 2013,

RONALD BROWN personally came beford me and acknowledged under
cath to my satisfaction that this person (or if more than ong, each

person):

{a) is named in and personally signed this document; and
{b) aigned, sealed, and dslivered this document as his orx her

act and deed.

oot

* Karina Eden _ .
My G o Esiras ST MT LAUREL
Fobmany 12015 | FER 3 2013

RECEIVED
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