New Jersey Libertarian Party
Open Government Advocacy Project
John Paff, Chairman
P.O. Box 5424
Somerset, NJ 08875-5424
Phone: 732-873-1251 - Fax: 908-325-0129
Email: lpsmc@pobox.com

January 19, 2012
Patricia McNamara, Secretary
Local Finance Board
101 S Broad St – PO Box 803
Trenton, NJ 08625-0803
Dear Ms. McNamara:
I intend this letter to be my complaint against James Barberio, Mayor of Parsippany
Township in Morris County. In accordance with N.J.A.C. 5:35-1.1(b), following are the
required elements of the complaint:
1.

State the point of the Local Government Ethics Law alleged to be violated.
N.J.S.A. 40A:9-22.5 (c)

2.

State the name(s) and title(s) of the parties involved in the action and
against whom the complaint is filed.



3.

Complainant John Paff and the New Jersey Libertarian Party
James Barberio, Mayor

Set forth in detail the pertinent facts surrounding the alleged violative
action.
According to “Mayor and Messmer Face Off Over Moses Letter at Council Meeting,”
by ParsippanyPatch staff writer Natale Davis, published on November 23, 2011 (copy
attached), Barberio used Township letterhead to write to a Superior Court judge
requesting leniency for a friend’s 26 year old son who was facing charges for
conspiracy to distribute eight pounds of marijuana. According to the article, the
letter stated “I hope the court will be as lenient as possible when sentencing Daniel . .
.”
Complainant asserts that this violates N.J.S.A. 40A:9-22.5 (c) which states that “[n]o
local government officer or employee shall use or attempt to use his official position
to secure unwarranted privileges or advantages for himself or others.”

4.

Indicate whether the complaint concerns the complainant in any way and
what, if any, relationship the complainant has to the subject of the
complaint.
Complainant has no interest in or relationship to this complaint greater than any
other citizen or organization who wishes for all government officers and employees
to comply fully with the Local Government Ethics Law.

5.

Indicate any other action previously taken in an attempt to resolve the
issue and indicate whether the issue is the subject of pending litigation
elsewhere.
No other action has been taken previously in an attempt to resolve this issue and
this issue is not the subject of any pending litigation.

Thank you for your attention to this matter. I ask that you please acknowledge your
receipt of this complaint within 30 days.
Sincerely,

John Paff
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