
 

New Jersey Libertarian Party 
Open Government Advocacy Project 

John Paff, Chairman 

P.O. Box 5424 

Somerset, NJ  08875-5424 

Phone: 732-873-1251 - Fax: 908-325-0129 

Email: lpsmc@pobox.com 

 

 

June 17, 2011 

Old Bridge Ethical Standards Board 

c/o Township Attorney's Office 

1 Old Bridge Plaza 

Old Bridge, NJ 08857    

 

Dear Sir or Madam: 

 

I intend this letter to be my complaint against twenty (20) Local Government Officers 

in the Township of Old Bridge, Middlesex County in accordance with Old Bridge Code § 

145-11(A).  Following are the elements of the complaint: 

 

1. State the point of the Local Government Ethics Law alleged to be violated.   

 

N.J.S.A. 40A:9-22.6 and Code § 145-5 requires Local Government Officers to file 

annual Financial Disclosure Statements (FDS) on or before April 30th of each year.    

 

2. State the name(s) and title(s) of the parties involved in the action and 

against whom the complaint is filed. 

 

 Complainant John Paff and the New Jersey Libertarian Party 

 The following twenty (20) Old Bridge officials 

 

1. Nick Antuofermo, Recreation 

2. Joseph Ballo, Recreation 

3. Ray Battaglino, Recreation 

4. Michael D'Agnes, EDC 

5. Jason M. Farrington, Fire District #2 

6. Tara Flynn-Rozanski, Library 

7. Rabbi Yossi Kanelsy, Ethics 

8. Denis Kilfuff, Recreation 

9. Marilyn Liberatore, Fire District #1 

10. Allan Marcus, Recreation 

11. McDonough & Rea Associates, Traffic Eng. Consultant 

12. Timothy Moley, Fire District #1 

13. Donna Ortiz, Rent-Tenant 

14. Maureen Ray, Tax Collector 

15. Robin Rosen, EDC 
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16. Anthony Taranto, Recreation 

17. David Thibaut, Fire District #1 

18. John Watkins, Fire District #4 

19. Brian Whiteman, Ethics Board Attorney 

20. Stephen J. Wiatroski, Recreation 

 

3. Set forth in detail the pertinent facts surrounding the alleged violative 

action. 

 

In response to a recent records request, the Old Bridge Township Clerk provided a 

“2011 Local Government Officer Roster” showing that the twenty (20) individuals 

named above did not file the Financial Disclosure Statements that were due to be 

filed on or before April 30, 2011.  A copy of the Roster is enclosed. The Clerk's 

response to my OPRA request also indicated that the Roster is up-to-date. 

 

4. Indicate whether the complaint concerns the complainant in any way and 

what, if any, relationship the complainant has to the subject of the 

complaint. 

 

Complainant has no interest in or relationship to this complaint greater than any 

other citizen or organization who wishes for all government officers and employees 

to comply fully with the Local Government Ethics Law. 

 

5. Indicate any other action previously taken in an attempt to resolve the 

issue and indicate whether the issue is the subject of pending litigation 

elsewhere. 

 

No other action has been taken previously in an attempt to resolve this issue and 

this issue is not the subject of any pending litigation.   

 

Thank you for your attention to this matter.  I ask that you please acknowledge your 

receipt of this complaint within 30 days. 

 

      Sincerely, 

       

 

              

 

      John Paff

 

 

  













Old Bridge Township Board of Ethics Meeting
October 17, 2011

A meeting of The Old Bridge Township Board of Ethics was held October 17, 2011 in
The Mayor’s Conference Room in the Municipal Complex, One Old Bridge Plaza, Old
Bridge, New Jersey

Roll call at 6:05p.m. showed the following members present: John Scalamonti, Andrew
Strus, John Muir, Father Jonathan Toborowsky. Rabbi Yossi Kanelsky was absent. Board
Attorney Brian Whiteman was also in attendance.

Minutes

Approval of Minutes from May 16, 2011

These minutes were moved to the next meeting for approval.

Old Business

Discuss William Flynn’s Correspondence of Dismissal of Dr. Greenberg’s
Complaint.

Mr. Whiteman stated that Mr. Flynn was requesting that the complaint be
dismissed because he believes that there was no conflict and also because Mr. Desai’s
son no longer works for the accounting firm. Dr. Greenberg was contacted and she does
not agree to the dismissal. This board decided to accept the complaint and it is now time
for this board to move to the hearing phase of the matter.

Mr. Strus stated that he wanted to move forward with this because he does not
want to just sweep it under the rug. Mr. Strus asked that a date be set for the hearing.

Mr. Scalamonti asked if we can get the minutes from the OBMUA meeting where
the legal opinion was given to Mr. Desai stating that there was no conflict.

Mr. Whiteman stated that those minutes would probably be part of the defense by
Mr. Flynn.

Mr. Strus asked that the formal hearing be at the next meeting of the board.

Mr. Whiteman will send a letter instructing the parties to present to the board their
list of witnesses or written defense at least ten days before the hearing.



Evaluation as to Individuals Required to File Financial Disclosures.

Mr. Strus requested that this be held over until the next meeting because he needs
to find out further information on a matter related to this, which he does not want to make
public at this time.

Rabbi Kanelsky Participation as a Board Member

Mr. Strus stated that the board will take up this matter once there is a new
member appointed.

Rabbi Wernick Replacement

Mr. Strus stated that he has an individual named Edward Dever who is interested
in serving on the Ethic’s Board. Mr. Strus presented the board members with Mr. Dever’s
resume and asked that they be in agreement with presenting him to Council for
consideration of the appointment.

Richard Greene Appeal

Mr. Whiteman stated that the State rendered their opinion and we sent in a
clarification of the facts – we did not have a personal concern as to the result of the case,
but it was important to factually clarify the record because the facts were very incorrect
in the Judge’s decision. We sent the clarification to the Local Finance Board and they
affirmed what the Judge said. The appeal is over and the file can be closed.

Mr. Scalamonti asked then what Mr. Greene is alluding to in his email.

Mr. Strus stated that Richard Greene is making an allegation that Mr. Whiteman
appealed the decision without the consent of the Ethics Board, which is totally false. Mr.
Whiteman has only acted at our request, there were mis-facts and inconsistencies in the
Judge’s decision that were brought to our attention by Mr. Whiteman. The decision of
this board was that the record should be factual and that was the reasoning in instructing
Mr. Whiteman to file the appeal. Any indication that this board would act as a puppet for
the Administration or anyone in this township, Mr Strus stated is an insult to himself and
all members of the Board. This board has been totally unbiased in rendering decisions.
Mr. Strus asked the board permission to respond to Mr. Greene’s accusations at the next
Council meeting with a statement that he will present to the members before it is read in a
public forum. Mr. Strus believes that Mr. Greene could have contacted any of the board
members to get the facts before making a public “blotch” against this board. Mr. Strus
believes that this is a political ploy done in an election year.

Mr. Scalamonti stated that Mr. Greene is alleging that we appealed the decision.



Mr. Whiteman stated that we did not appeal the decision because we thought it
was wrong, we appealed it because the Judge made factual inaccuracies, and we believed
that the accurate facts should be considered as part of the decision.

New Business

Libertarian Party Complaint dated June 20, 2011.

Mr. Whiteman stated that the Libertarian Party filed a complaint with respect to
the individuals who did not file Financial Disclosure forms.

Mr. Scalamonti asked why the Libertarian filed the complaint.

Mr. Whiteman stated that they are entitled to file a formal complaint. There are
currently fifteen people who have not filed their disclosure forms. Mr. Whiteman stated
that he has been in discussion with the attorney from the EDC because they believe that
they do not have to file.

A motion was made to accept the complaint from the Libertarian Party by Mr. Strus and
seconded by Mr. Muir. The motion passed on an all aye vote.

Mr. Strus stated that we have decided that they have to file.

Mr. Whiteman stated that we can send this to the Local Finance Board for them to
make a legal decision on whether or not they are required to file.

Father Toborowsky stated that we decided that they are required to file because
they have control of money.

Mr. Whiteman stated that the EDC can then file an appeal with the Local Finance
Board.

Mr. Scalamonti stated that this board spent a lot of time on this list and if the EDC
does not believe they have to file, let them appeal the decision and present their
reasoning’s on why not.

The Board directed Mr. Whiteman to send a letter to EDC counsel instructing him that
the Ethics Board has decided that the members are required to file and if they want to
appeal that, they can do so – to the Local Finance Board.

Father Toborowsky stated that we should not be trying to get into their heads as to why
they didn’t file. Send a letter to the persons who have not file telling them that they have
30 days to file or to appear at the next meeting telling us why they aren’t filing.



Open to the Public

Chairman Strus opened the meeting to the public, seeing no hands Mr. Strus closed the
public portion.

Schedule of Next Meeting

A motion was made to schedule a meeting for November 28, 2011 at 6:30p.m. in Room
201 in the Municipal Complex.

Adjournment

Mr. Scalamonti motioned to adjourn at 7:20 p.m. and seconded by Mr. Muir and so
ordered on an all aye vote.

Lq/



Old Bridge Township Board of Ethics Meeting
November 28, 2011

A meeting of The Old Bridge Township Board of Ethics was held November 28, 2011 in
The Mayor’s Conference Room in the Municipal Complex, One Old Bridge Plaza, Old
Bridge, New Jersey

Roll call at 6:30p.m. showed the following members present:Andrew Strus, John Muir,
Father Jonathan Toborowsky, Edward Dever. John Scalamonti and Rabbi Yossi
Kanelsky was absent. Board Attorney Brian Whiteman and Councilman Cahill were also
in attendance.

Minutes

Approval of Minutes from May 16, 2011 and October 17, 2011.

A motion was made by Mr. Strus and seconded by Mr. Muir to approve the above named
and so ordered on an all aye vote. Mr. Dever abstained.

Old Business

Dr. Greenberg’s Complaint.

Mr. Whiteman stated that Mr. Desai has retained new counsel; Mr. Brown.

Mr. Strus stated that he wants to schedule this hearing for the next meeting, without any
postponements. This matter has been carried for over a year and it needs to be disposed
of.

Mr. Dever stated that he would like to be brought up to speed on this matter before the
hearing.

Mr. Whiteman stated that he will provide Mr. Dever with the copies of the complaint and
all relative responses and correspondence. Mr. Whiteman stated that there will probably
be additional information garnered at the hearing.

Evaluation as to individuals required to file financial disclosures (to be carried to
the next meeting)

Mr. Whiteman stated that there are six individuals and one consultant firm that has still
not file their financial disclosure statements despite several requests to do so.

Mr. Cahill asked if people who have not file their financial disclosures could be denied
reappointment.



Mr. Whiteman stated that the Council can decide not to reappoint anyone and that this
omission could be considered in not appointing them.

Rabbi Kanelsky participation as board member

Rabbi Wernick replacement (Edward L. Dever)

Libertarian Party Complaint dated June 20, 2011 – appearance by non filing
individuals)

Open to the Public

Chairman Strus opened the meeting to the public, seeing no hands Mr. Strus closed the
public portion.

Schedule of Next Meeting

A motion was made to schedule a meeting for January 9, 2012 at 6:30p.m. in Room 201
in the Municipal Complex.

Adjournment

Mr. Scalamonti motioned to adjourn at 7:20 p.m. and seconded by Mr. Muir and so
ordered on an all aye vote.



Lq/







John
Note
I filed no complaint against Thibaut.
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