
New Jersey Libertarian Party
Preempted Ordinance Repeal Project

John Paff, Chairman
P.O. Box 5424

Somerset, NJ 08875-5424
Phone: 732-873-1251- Fax: 908-325-0129

Email: lpsmc@pobox.com

April 1, 2010

Carole A. Cummings
Municipal Division Manager
19 N. Broad St
Woodbury, NJ 08096

Dear Ms. Cummings:

I write, both individually and in my capacity as Chairman of the New Jersey
Libertarian Party’s Preempted Ordinance Repeal Project to once again seek your assistance
regarding the Bridgeton Municipal Court. I am directing this appeal to you because page 10
of the New Jersey Judiciary Open Records: Policies and Procedures for Access to Case-
Related Court Records - Staff Guidelines, as approved by the Supreme Court on October 12,
2005, states:

7. Resolution of Complaints or Issues Related to Access

Complaints or issues relating to the inspection of court records
shall be directed first to the appropriate division manager. If not
resolved by the division manager, the matter shall be directed to
the Trial Court Administrator or his or her designee. Refer to
Attachment 6 for vicinage specific division manager contact
information.

Enclosed are three redacted complaints that I received from the Bridgeton Municipal
Court showing that Bridgeton Police Officers have, as recently as November 2009 cited
people for violating § 251-9A of the City’s code, which purports to prohibit “loitering.” From
my previous letters, you have probably gathered that the Libertarian Party opposes
loitering codes, which are preempted by state law. See State v. Crawley, 90 N.J. 241, 247
(1982), and has succeeded in getting many municipalities to repeal them.

I disagree with the Bridgeton Court Administrator’s decision to redact the
defendants’ addresses from the complaints I was given. If I had these addresses, I could
contact these defendants to inform them that a) the ordinance that they were convicted of
violating is almost certainly invalid, b) on April 8, 2008—prior to them being charged with
loitering—I informed the Bridgeton Mayor and Council of the loitering code’s invalidity but
was rebuffed, and c) that they may want to consider joining together with similarly situated
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defendants to consult with an attorney to determine whether a class action lawsuit against
the City and its police department for injunctive relief and damages is viable.

Yet, I am not able to initiate contact with these defendants because the City has
elected to remove their addresses and other contact information. I don’t see anything in
R.1:38-1 through 12 that authorizes the redaction of these defendants’ addresses. Also,
under a common law right to access balancing test, I believe that my need for the address
information is greater than any governmental need to suppress it.

Would you please look into this matter and advise me and the Bridgeton Court
Administrator of your decision?

Thank you for your attention to this matter.

Sincerely,

John Paff

cc. Kimberly Hamlyn, Director (via e-mail kimberly.hamlyn@judiciary.state.nj.us )
Theodore E. Baker, Esq., City Attorney (via e-mail theodore.baker@verizon.net )
Both with enclosures
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May 7, 2010

John Paff, Chairman
New Jersey Libertarian Party
PO Box 5424
Somerset, New Jersey 08875-5424

Via Email: lpsmc@pobox.com

RE: Your Letter of April 1

Dear Mr. Paff:

I have reviewed your letter of April 1 which deals with the Bridgeton Municipal Court and the
records you requested. You are correct in that these records should not have had the
defendant’s addresses redacted. I have reviewed this matter with the supervisors at the court,
reminded them of the appropriate rule to be followed. You will be sent un-redacted copies of
these complaints today.

I again apologize for the delay in responding to you.

Sincerely,

/s/

Carole A. Cummings,
Municipal Division Manager

Cc: Kimberly Hamlyn, Director, Bridgeton Municipal Court (via email)
Theodore E. Baker, Esq. City Attorney (via email)
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