OPRA Request
City of Margate

Submitted on 08/20/09 via Fax to 609-487-1142
To the Custodian of Records: Please accept this as my request for government
records. Please note that the Open Public Records Act (OPRA) is not the only basis
for my request. I claim entitlement to the records sought under both OPRA and
the Common Law right of access.
Requestor's Name:
Address:
Phone:
FAX:
E-Mail:

John Paff
DO NOT use regular mail – Please use e-mail or fax
732-873-1251
908-325-0129
paff@pobox.com

Background:
One purpose of this records request is to determine whether elected officials have
municipal e-mail accounts or instead use their personal accounts (e.g. yahoo.com
or gmail.com). Another purpose is to find out, regardless of whether the elected
officials have municipal e-mail account or use their personal accounts, whether the
City is complying—for its elected officials—with the New Jersey Division of Archives
and Records Management's “Circular Letter No. 03-10-ST” entitled, “Managing
Electronic Mail: Guidelines And Best Practices.
Records Requested:
1.
The nonexempt portion of the first e-mail sent by Commissioner Blumberg
after 12:01 a.m. on June 1, 2009 that related to municipal business.
2.
The nonexempt portion of the first e-mail sent by Councilman Campbell after
12:01 a.m. on June 1, 2009 that related to municipal business.
3.
The nonexempt portion of the first e-mail sent by Mayor Becker after 12:01
a.m. on June 1, 2009 that related to municipal business.
4.
Any policy or other writing presently in force in Margate which addresses the
requirements and recommendations set forth in DARM Circular Letter No. 03-10ST.

New Jersey Libertarian Party
Open Government Advocacy Project
John Paff, Chairman
P.O. Box 5424
Somerset, NJ 08875-5424
Phone: 732-873-1251 - Fax: 908-325-0129
Email: lpsmc@pobox.com

August 31, 2009
Thomas D. Hiltner, R.M.C., Clerk
City of Margate City
1 S Washington Ave
Margate City, NJ 08402

(via e-mail only to hiltnertd@aol.com )

Dear Mr. Hiltner:
I am in receipt of your August 28, 2009 response to my August 20, 2009 OPRA
request.
I now understand that the City and the Board of Education share an e-mail server
that keeps daily backups of official e-mails. But, what I don’t understand is why, given the
existence of the e-mail server, the Mayor and Commissioners are still using what appears to
be personal e-mail addresses for official business. For example, Mayor Becker,
Commissioner Blumberg and Commissioner Campbell, respectively, are using an AOL,
Verizon and a Comcast address.
If the City has an e-mail server, it would seem to me that only e-mails sent or
received by a “margate-nj.com” address would be preserved on the server. Unless I
misunderstand the City’s e-mail system, the City’s e-mail server would not receive and back
up any official e-mails that were sent or received from a non-city e-mail address. Is this
correct?
Also, the City’s e-mail policy apparently doesn’t do anything to promote proper
retention of official e-mails. What the policy, in my view, ought to say is that any official emails sent by a city official must be sent from a “margate-nj.com” address. This way, all
such e-mails will be retained on the server. Do you agree?
Thank you for your attention to this matter. I look forward to hearing from you.
Sincerely,

John Paff

